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AUGUST 1

LESSON FROM A HUMMINGBIRD
READ: LUKE 12:22-31

M

om!” Bella called from the porch. “Help!”
Mom came running to the porch, where Bella
was leaning over a tiny green-colored hummingbird
as it flopped around, struggling with a string
tangled around its spindly legs. The bird’s
needle-like bill tore at the strand, but the string
wound around tighter and tighter.
“Bella, run and get me a soft rag,” said Mom.
“We’ll see if we can help this little fellow.”
Bella found a clean cloth she sometimes used to help
her mother dust the furniture. She watched as Mom draped the dust cloth
over her hand and gently picked up the colorful little bird. The humming
sound grew louder as he flapped his long, narrow wings.
“Hold still, little guy.” Mom’s voice was so quiet Bella could hardly hear
her. One twist, two twists. The humming sound quieted, and the stubby
body relaxed.
Bella let out a big breath of air when Mom handed her the string and
carefully placed the bird on the lawn. The bird rested in the grass for a few
seconds, then quickly flew away.
“You did it, Mom!” Bella said, bouncing on her toes. “I bet if that bird
could talk, he’d tell us thanks for caring for him.” She grinned. “Hey, that
reminds me of a Bible story I learned at church.”
“It does? Which one is that?”
“Jesus told His friends that His Father takes care of the birds, and since
He loves us even more than animals, we shouldn’t worry because God will
take care of us too.”
“Oh, Bella, I love that story. We helped that tiny hummingbird because
we cared for it, and we shouldn’t worry because God loves us and takes
care of us. We freed the string from the bird’s legs, but God sent His Son
to free us from sin! Even when bad things happen, we can trust Him to be
with us and help us through them.” Mom smiled at Bella. “Now, let’s go fill
our hummingbird feeder. Our little friend is sure to be hungry after all that
excitement!” BARBARA GORDON
GOD LOVES AND CARES FOR YOU
KEY VERSE: [CAST] ALL YOUR CARE UPON HIM, FOR HE CARES FOR YOU. 1 PETER 5:7

What do you worry about? Are you afraid you or someone you love might get
hurt? Do you worry about what others think of you? Remember how much God
loves you—so much that He sent Jesus to save you from sin. Even though you
may go through difficult times, He will be with you. Talk to Him about your worries
and trust Him to take care of you.
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COLOR!

Cast all your care
upon Him, for He
cares for you.

What was around the.
bird’s legs in this story?.
Add it to the picture.

1 Peter 5:7
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AUGUST 2

NOT FINISHED YET

READ: ROMANS 5:1-5; JAMES 1:2-4

T

his old table that used to be Grandma’s is in pretty bad shape,” Corbin
said as his father spread finish remover on the tabletop. “And I think
you’re making it look worse instead of better.”
“Hey! I’m not done refinishing it,” Dad said.
The next day, Corbin watched Dad work on the table again. This time Dad
was sanding it. “That still looks pretty bad,” Corbin said.
“I’m not through with it yet, you know,” Dad replied.
When Dad applied stain the next day, the table started looking better.
“Hey, maybe that will turn out okay after all,” Corbin said. But to his
surprise, on the following day Dad began sanding the tabletop again! “Dad,”
Corbin said, “you’re going to ruin it!”
“Feel it,” said Dad, and Corbin rubbed his hand over the tabletop.
“It’s still kinda rough,” he said. “I guess it does need to be smoothed out
some more.”
A couple of days later, the table was finally finished. “Good job, Dad,”
Corbin said.
Dad smiled. “You and I are a lot like this table.”
Corbin laughed. “I sure hope you’re not planning to use the sander on me!”
“Hmm.” Dad scratched his chin, pretending to consider it, then patted Corbin
on the shoulder. “When we become Christians, we’re not perfect, are we?”
“Definitely not!” said Corbin.
“Because we’re imperfect, we often get impatient with our spiritual
growth—impatient with ourselves and with others,” Dad continued. “We have
to remember that God isn’t finished with any of us yet. He saved us, and He’s
working on us like I worked on that table. He uses all kinds of things to rub off
rough spots and make us more like Jesus. Sometimes they’re difficult things.”
“Like the time I broke my arm?” Corbin asked.
Dad nodded. “But they can also be good things, like the fun you had at
camp this summer making friends and learning about God.” Dad ran his
hand over the tabletop. “We won’t ever be perfect in our lives here on earth,
but we can trust God to use whatever circumstances we face to help us grow
in our walk with Him.” RUTH I. JAY
GROW THROUGH EVERY CIRCUMSTANCE
KEY VERSE: WHEN HE HAS TESTED ME, I SHALL COME FORTH AS GOLD.
JOB 23:10

Have you experienced something that has helped you grow in your walk with Jesus?
Maybe it was a good thing, like spending time outside enjoying His creation. Or
maybe it was something difficult, like a divorce or death in your family. Whatever you
go through, remember that Jesus is always with you. He can use any situation to
help you grow and make you more like Him.
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AUGUST 3

THE THIRSTY PLANT
READ: JOHN 7:37-39

M

aria watched from the upstairs window as Mama
left for work. Next to her on the windowsill
was Mama’s plant. She had left the house without
watering it—again!
Maria grabbed the plant and ran downstairs, careful
not to run too fast. She didn’t want to break the colorful
clay pot she and Mama had painted together.
“Abuela!” Maria shouted. “Mama keeps forgetting to water
her plant. I haven’t seen her water it in days! Will it die?”
“Slow down, Maria,” Abuela said gently. She sat down at the kitchen table.
“If it needed water, we could water it ourselves. But this is a succulent plant.”
“What does that mean?” Maria set the plant down in front of Abuela and
sat down in the other chair.
“Succulent plants live in the desert where there’s not a lot of rain. They
store water in their leaves to save up for thirsty days.”
“I’ve always wondered why God made deserts. Nothing can live there!
Except these plants, I guess.” One of the thick green leaves tickled Maria’s
nose as she turned the pot around on the table.
“Actually, there are many plants and animals that live in deserts—and people
too,” Abuela told her. “A lot of the people we read about in the Bible did.”
“I might want to live there if I didn’t have to drink water so much!” Maria said.
Abuela chuckled. “Someone in the Bible said the same thing! Jesus told her
that He is the living water.”
Maria looked puzzled. “That doesn’t make sense. You can’t fit Jesus in a cup!”
Abuela smiled. “What He meant was that He gives us spiritual life. He’s always
with us, and whenever we feel spiritually thirsty, we can go to Him. He’ll refresh
us by reminding us of what He’s done for us and the life we have in Him—kind
of like how a succulent plant stores water in its leaves for a thirsty day.”
Maria gently touched one of the plant’s leaves. “Sometimes I’m sad when
Mama has to go to work. But I’m glad Jesus is always with me and listens to
me when I pray.”
“That’s right,” said Abuela. “Now, speaking of being thirsty, I think it’s
time for some chocolate milk.” HENRIETTA DUCAP
JESUS REFRESHES YOU ON THIRSTY DAYS
KEY VERSE: O GOD, YOU ARE MY GOD; EARLY WILL I SEEK YOU;
MY SOUL THIRSTS FOR YOU. PSALM 63:1

Are you feeling thirsty? When you feel physically thirsty, you drink water. When
you feel spiritually thirsty, you need living water—Jesus. Only He can quench your
spiritual thirst and bring you spiritual life. If you trust Him as your Savior, He is
always with you. When you’re feeling dry and thirsty, go to Him. He will refresh you
and remind you how much He loves you.
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AUGUST 4

THAT’S ENOUGH

READ: MARK 4:30-32; JOHN 6:5-12

S

o, what’s the grand total?” Dad asked as Laura counted the change on the
table in front of her.
“Twenty-three dollars and sixty-two cents.” Laura dejectedly put the
money back in the shoebox she’d been using as a cash register.
“That’s great!” Dad said. “So why the gloomy face?”
Laura sighed. “I’ve been selling lemonade all summer. I worked so hard,
and I only made $23.62.”
“That’s a respectable amount,” Dad said. “I don’t see the problem.”
“The church is trying to raise $10,000 to feed hungry people around the
world. What good will $23.62 do? It’s just not enough!”
Dad smiled. “You didn’t expect to make $10,000 selling lemonade, did you?”
“No,” Laura said, “but I had hoped to make more than this. I really want to
help feed hungry people!” She put her head down on the table.
“Laura,” Dad said, “if you give your $23.62 to God, there’s no limit to what
He can do with it.”
Laura looked up at her father skeptically.
“Do you remember the Bible story about the little boy who gave his lunch
to Jesus?” Dad asked. “He only had five loaves of bread and two fish, but
Jesus used it to feed over five thousand people! If you give God whatever
you have, He can use it in miraculous ways.”
Dad reached down and picked up an acorn off the ground. “See this?” He
showed it to Laura, dropping it into her hand. “Not much, is it? Now, look up.”
Laura followed her father’s gaze to the branches of the enormous oak tree
that shaded her lemonade stand.
“This tree we love so much started out as a little acorn, just like the one
in your hand,” Dad said. “It wasn’t much to work with, but God grew it into
this beautiful tree that gives us shade, feeds the squirrels, and makes new
acorns that can become new oak trees. And He’s doing the same with His
kingdom. Jesus is using you to show His love to others so more people can
know Him. To do that, He’ll use whatever you can give Him.”
Laura watched as a bluebird landed in the oak tree. “Thanks, Dad. Can we
take this money to the church now?” SUZANNE FELTON
YOUR GIFT TO GOD IS ENOUGH
KEY VERSE: [THE KINGDOM OF GOD] IS LIKE A MUSTARD SEED. . . .
IT IS THE SMALLEST OF ALL SEEDS, BUT IT BECOMES THE LARGEST
OF ALL GARDEN PLANTS. MARK 4:31-32 (NLT)

Does it feel like nothing you do will ever make a difference? Maybe you think you’re
too young or too small to help, or that the world’s problems are just too big. Don’t
be discouraged. If you know Jesus, He’s using you to grow His kingdom. Whatever
you have—time, talent, money—is enough for Him to use to do amazing things!
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AUGUST 5

THE MOUSE WHO DIED TWICE
READ: JOHN 3:3-8, 16

G

randpa, can you tell me another Africa story, please?”
Allison asked.
Grandpa smiled as he thought of his childhood as a
missionary kid in Congo. “Did I ever tell you about the
mouse who died twice?”
“No,” answered Allison, scooting closer to her grandpa
on the porch swing.
“Well, one evening a missionary was walking home
through the African jungle with her pet cat when she saw what looked like a
branch blocking her path. Holding her light closer, she was shocked to see it
was a snake. She cried for help, and a man with a big machete was quick to
come to her rescue, chopping the snake in two. To their great surprise, a live
mouse crawled out of the dead snake. Before anyone could say a word, the
missionary’s cat pounced on the mouse, killing it quickly. So, that wee little
mouse died twice in one day—first eaten by a snake, then killed by a cat.”
“Oh, the poor mouse!” Allison said sadly. Her eyebrows furrowed. “But,
Grandpa, the mouse didn’t really die twice. It survived being eaten by the
snake but then was killed by the cat.”
“You’re right,” Grandpa said. “But even so, it became known in the village
as the mouse who died twice. In a way, people can be like that little mouse.
Each of us will die once at the end of our lives on earth, but Jesus made
it possible for us to live even though our bodies die. He gives eternal life
to those who trust Him to save them from sin. But if we reject his gift of
salvation, we will die twice—once here on earth, and then again in a second
spiritual death that will separate us from God for all eternity. Even though
our bodies die on earth, we don’t have to die twice. We can trust in Jesus
and have eternal life with Him.”
“I don’t want to die twice!” said Allison.
“I know you’ve heard the story of Jesus many times, Allison,” Grandpa said
gently. “But have you trusted Him as your Savior?”
“No, I haven’t,” Allison said, looking up at her grandpa. “But I’m ready to now.”
“Then why don’t I pray with you,” said Grandpa. Allison nodded, and they
bowed their heads together. KAREN MCMILLAN
YOU DON’T HAVE TO DIE TWICE
KEY VERSE: EACH PERSON IS DESTINED TO DIE ONCE
AND AFTER THAT COMES JUDGMENT. HEBREWS 9:27 (NLT)

Have you trusted Jesus as your Savior? He died on the cross for your sins and rose
again so you could be saved and have eternal life. Everyone faces death once in
this world, but you don’t have to die twice. Trust in Jesus today and begin a life with
Him that will last forever! (See “Have You Heard the Good News?” on page 102.)
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AUGUST 6

THE DOLLHOUSE
READ: 2 CORINTHIANS 3:18

L

ook, Lucy,” said Mom. “A dollhouse! It’d be perfect for Eleanor.”
Lucy frowned. The wooden dollhouse in the thrift shop window was not
much to look at—nothing like the fancy painted ones she and her younger
sister had seen online. Eleanor’s birthday was only a month away, and she
wanted a dollhouse more than anything.
Mom headed for the shop door. “Let’s find out how much it costs.”
“But, Mom!” Lucy protested. “I’m not sure Eleanor will like—”
But there was no stopping Mom. She was already at the counter, chatting
with the elderly woman who worked in the store. Lucy sighed. This was
going to be a big birthday disaster.
A few nights later, Lucy found Mom at the kitchen table. In front of her
stood the sorry-looking dollhouse and some little pots of paint. “What are
you doing, Mom?” Lucy asked.
Mom smiled. “I think this dollhouse needs a makeover!” Very carefully, she
began to apply pastel pink paint to the side of the house.
Lucy gasped. So this had been Mom’s plan all along!
Mom and Lucy secretly worked on the dollhouse whenever they could.
Mom painted the walls and the roof, while Lucy concentrated on the pieces
of furniture—tables and chairs, a set of bunk beds, even a tiny bathtub.
Little by little, the dollhouse was transformed. How different it looked
with its pale pink walls and red roof tiles! Mom even managed to paint some
rambling roses around the front door.
“I can’t believe that’s the same dollhouse!” said Dad one evening. “It looks
as good as new!”
Mom nodded. “All it needed was some TLC—tender loving care. It’s what
we all need, really. It’s how Jesus changes our hearts when we trust in Him.”
Dad chuckled. “I’m so glad God wasn’t looking for perfection when He
chose me! He took an old wreck and made His home in it—and little by little,
He’s transforming me!”
“Like a makeover!” said Lucy.
“Yes,” said Dad. He grinned and rubbed his bald head. “But in my case, only
on the inside!” ANGELA JELF
JESUS MAKES HIS HOME WITHIN US
KEY VERSE: JESUS [SAID], “IF ANYONE LOVES ME, HE WILL KEEP MY WORD;
AND MY FATHER WILL LOVE HIM, AND WE WILL COME TO HIM
AND MAKE OUR HOME WITH HIM. JOHN 14:23

What would you do if a very important person was coming to your house? Perhaps
you’d clean up your bedroom or sweep the kitchen floor. In the Bible, Jesus is called
Emmanuel, which means “God with us.” Jesus wants to make His home within each one
of us! And the best news is, He doesn’t wait until we’re perfect to move in. Through His
tender loving care, He transforms us into new people who love and obey Him.
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AUGUST 7

KEEP THE FIRE BURNING
READ: ECCLESIASTES 4:9-12

T

here won’t be many more campfires this summer!” Mom said as she put
down an armload of logs. “But fall is a lot of fun too.”
Jase nodded. “I’m going to try out for the football team.” He glanced at his
sister. “And Gwen gets to start going to youth group this year.”
Gwen shrugged. “I’m not sure I want to go,” she said. “Do I have to?”
“Why wouldn’t you want to go?” asked Mom. “It’s a good place to develop
close friendships with other Christians.”
“Yeah, but since we moved here, I haven’t gotten to know any of the
church kids very well yet,” Gwen said. “Besides, do my friends have to be
Christians to be good friends?”
“Of course not,” Dad said as he carefully piled logs on the fire, “but there’s
something special about having Christian friends.” He looked at the logs he
had just stacked and then knocked them apart with a stick.
“Those logs aren’t going to burn well like that,” said Gwen. “One of the first
things you taught us about building fires was to place them against each other.”
“Do you remember why?” asked Dad.
“Because that way they create more heat and keep each other burning,”
replied Gwen.
“Right,” said Dad. “Did you know that Christians are like logs? On our
own, without the encouragement of other Christians, it’s harder to keep
burning for Jesus. When cold winds blow, the warmth of close Christian
fellowship reminds us of God’s love for us and encourages us in our faith.”
“What do you mean by cold winds?” Gwen asked.
“Oh, things like sickness, losing a loved one, or feeling pressure to
do things that are wrong,” said Dad. “When you’re faced with trials and
temptations, won’t it be helpful to have friends who will pray for you and
encourage you?”
“Okay,” said Gwen, “I’ll give youth group a try for two reasons.”
“What are they?” asked Dad.
“One is that I know you’re right about needing Christian friends,” replied
Gwen. She grinned. “And the other is that I know you’ll make me go
anyway!” HEATHER M. TEKAVEC
SPEND TIME WITH CHRISTIAN FRIENDS
KEY VERSE: LET US HELP EACH OTHER TO LOVE OTHERS AND TO DO GOOD.
HEBREWS 10:24 (NLV)

Do you have Christian friends you can share your joys and troubles with? You can
have friends who aren’t Christians too, but your best times of fellowship will come with
those who know the Lord. When things get tough, Christian friends can encourage
you in your walk with Jesus—and you can encourage them in their faith too.
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AUGUST 8

OUR STRONG PROTECTOR
READ: PSALM 121

L

eo stayed close to his parents and older brother as they walked down
their neighborhood street. They had gone for a walk just as the sun was
setting, and now it was dark. Leo grabbed his dad’s hand during the darkest
parts of the walk, in between streetlights. When Leo and Ron saw their own
house lit up by a nearby streetlight, they raced to the door.
“Okay, boys, time for bed,” said Dad as they entered the house. The boys
said good night and went to their separate rooms. But a few minutes later,
Leo yelled for his mom.
Mom came and sat down on his bed. “What’s wrong, Leo?”
“I keep thinking about the movie Ron and I watched this afternoon,” Leo
said. “It was scary, and I don’t want to be alone in my room.”
Mom straightened Leo’s blanket over his shoulders and stroked his hair.
“Leo, you know that was just a movie. It wasn’t real.”
Leo nodded his head slowly. “And I know that you and Dad and Ron are in
the house, and I’m not really by myself,” he said. “But I feel safer when you’re
in my room, talking to me.”
Mom looked thoughtful. “You felt safe when you held Dad’s hand while we
were walking in the dark tonight, didn’t you?”
“Yes,” Leo replied. “I know Dad will protect me because he’s strong and he
loves me.”
“Leo, do you remember when you trusted Jesus as your Savior a couple of
years ago?” Mom asked.
“Yes,” Leo said.
“When you invited Him to be the Lord of your life, He put his Holy Spirit
inside you,” Mom said. “God is always with you, no matter what. You felt safe
holding Dad’s hand when you were outside in the dark. But even when Dad
and I aren’t with you, God is with you. He is very, very strong, and He loves
you so much He sent Jesus to die for you so you could have eternal life.”
Leo smiled. “So, when I feel scared, I can talk to God?”
“Definitely,” Mom said. “God wants you to talk to Him every day,
especially when you need help or feel afraid.”
“Okay,” said Leo. “Let’s talk to God right now.” LARA GATICA
WHEN YOU’RE AFRAID, TALK TO GOD
KEY VERSE: GOD IS OUR REFUGE AND STRENGTH,
AN EVER-PRESENT HELP IN TROUBLE. PSALM 46:1 (NIV)

Do you ever feel afraid when you’re in bed at night, or after watching something
scary on TV? Talk to God about it, and remember how amazing His love is for
you. God loves you so much He sent His Son, Jesus, to die for your sins so that
you could live with Him forever. Talk to Him when you’re afraid. He is your strong
Protector, and He will always be with you and watch over you.
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AUGUST 9

FAVORITE SON
READ: JOHN 1:1-4, 10-12

A

s they traveled with their parents, Noah and Tess
played a game to see who could spot the biggest
variety of license plates. Soon Noah had seen seven
different kinds, and Tess had seen five. Then Tess
said, “Look, there’s another one! I saw it first!” She
read it. “Ill-a-noise, Land of Lincoln.”
“That’s pronounced Ill-a-noy,” Mom said. “It’s called
Land of Lincoln because that’s where Abraham Lincoln
completed his education, got married, and was elected to Congress and
eventually to the presidency. The people of Illinois are pretty proud of
old Abe.”
“No wonder! He’s my favorite American president too,” Noah said.
“When a politician earns the respect of their neighbors and the people of
their state, they’re often called a favorite son or daughter of that state,” said
Dad. He looked at the kids in the rearview mirror. “What would you think if
the people of Illinois refused to acknowledge Abraham Lincoln? What if they
were ashamed to say he was from their state or to even mention his name?”
“That would be crazy,” said Noah.
“I think it would be sad,” said Tess. “Nobody really acts that way, do they?”
“It’s hard to believe that anyone would,” said Dad, “but you know what?
That’s exactly what happened when Jesus came to earth. In the book of
John, it says He came to ‘His own’—that’s referring to the nation of Israel—
but most of them didn’t receive Him. They didn’t believe in Him.”
“It seems like He should have been their favorite son,” Noah observed.
“Yes,” said Mom, “and it’s sad that to this day, the majority still don’t
recognize Him as their Messiah—their Savior.”
“In another sense, Jesus came to all the people of the world,” said Dad. “John
points out that the whole world was made by Him, but so many people all over
the world don’t know Him. They fail to recognize Him as their Savior.”
“That’s sad too,” said Tess.
“Yes,” Dad agreed. “I’m glad each of us knows Jesus. Let’s pray that many
more will know Him as their Savior too.” SHERRY L. KUY T
RECEIVE JESUS
KEY VERSE: AS MANY AS RECEIVED HIM, TO THEM HE GAVE THE RIGHT
TO BECOME CHILDREN OF GOD. JOHN 1:12

Do you know Jesus as your Savior? Do you trust in Him for salvation? God
created you, and He sent His Son to this world to save you. Jesus took the
punishment for the sins of the whole world—including yours. If you receive Him
by trusting Him as your Savior, you will be a child of God. (See “Have You Heard
the Good News?” on page 102.)
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AUGUST 10

MEEK OLD MR. MARTIN
READ: MATTHEW 5:5; JAMES 3:13-18

M

eek old Mr. Martin couldn’t hurt a flea,” the girls sang as they jumped
rope. Aurora looked up and saw her dad watching them from the
balcony with a slight frown as they continued the rhyme. Every new verse
began with the words “Meek old Mr. Martin,” and it went on to describe
another way in which he was weak.
At dinner, Dad asked Aurora if she knew the meaning of the word meek.
“Sure,” Aurora said as she spooned some corn onto her plate. “It means to
be a wimp.”
“It can refer to someone who gives in to others very easily,” Dad said, “but
that doesn’t necessarily mean they’re a wimp. Did you know that the Bible
says the meek are ‘blessed’? The Bible indicates that Jesus was meek too. Do
you think He was a wimp?”
“Of course not!” answered Aurora. She was surprised at the thought of
Jesus being meek.
“I don’t think so either,” said Dad. “Jesus was totally the opposite! He knew
how much He would suffer by going to the cross, but He came to earth
anyway so we could be saved.”
“Then what does it really mean to be meek?” asked Aurora.
“Well, a similar word for meek is humble,” said Dad. “It’s human nature to
be proud and to think about ourselves first, but as Christians, we need to be
like Jesus and put others before ourselves.” Dad smiled. “I just want to make
sure you know that being meek is often a good thing.”
Aurora nodded thoughtfully. “I guess we should make up a different
rhyme. We could change it to, uh, ‘Weak old Willie Weller’ instead of ‘Meek
old Mr. Martin.’ What do you think?”
“I guess that would work,” said Dad, “but don’t you think it would be even
better if you made it say something kind—like ‘Nice old Nellie Norton’—
and then describe some nice things she did?”
Aurora shrugged, then nodded. “Sure. That would work too.” She grinned.
“Maybe you should come jump rope with us and help us make up more
rhymes!” RAELENE E. PHILLIPS
BE HUMBLE
KEY VERSE: HUMBLE YOURSELVES IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD,
AND HE WILL LIFT YOU UP. JAMES 4:10

Are you meek? In other words, are you humble? Do you think of others instead of
just yourself? Jesus became a humble servant for you, and He wants you to be
humble too so others can see His love for them. Instead of thinking only of yourself,
remember Jesus’ sacrifice for you and be meek and humble like He was.
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AUGUST 11

A BETTER PLACE

READ: 1 CORINTHIANS 15:42-44, 49

F

inn’s shoulders slumped as he dropped his bike on the lawn and joined
his dad in the garage. “What’s wrong, Finn?” Dad asked as he worked on
sanding a chair he had recently made.
“I just visited Grandma,” Finn replied. He sighed and picked up a piece of
sandpaper to help. “I don’t understand her, Dad.”
“What don’t you understand?”
“Well, I know the doctors can’t cure her disease—and she knows it too—
but she actually seems happy about it.” Finn started to help Dad sand an arm
of the chair. “She just keeps talking about heaven and how great it’s going to
be and how she can’t wait to see Jesus—stuff like that.”
Dad nodded thoughtfully. After a minute he put down his sandpaper and
looked at Finn. “Do you remember the old apartment we used to live in?”
Finn stopped working too. “Sure I do! It was a mess. The pipes leaked and
the paint was chipping. The floorboards were all rough and rotting.”
“How did you feel when you found out we were going to move?” asked Dad.
“I was so glad!” Finn said, and he started sanding again. “That place was
just falling apart, and we really couldn’t live there anymore.”
Dad nodded. “That’s kind of what it’s like for Grandma. She’s stuck inside
a body that’s falling apart. In heaven, she won’t be in pain at all anymore.
Even better, she’ll get to be with Jesus. One day, when He resurrects all
Christians and restores the whole world, she’ll have a body that will never
get sick or die. That’s a lot to look forward to.”
“Yeah.” Finn scuffed his toe on the garage floor. “I just hate to think of her
being gone. I’ll really miss her!”
“I know. I will too,” Dad said. “Grandma’s death will be hard for us
because we love her and will miss her, but it won’t be hard for her at all.
She’ll finally be home with Jesus, and she’ll be with Grandpa and other
people who’ve already gone to heaven. So even while it makes us sad, we
can be happy for her.”
Finn nodded. “When I feel sad, I’ll remember that.” MELISSA MONTGOMERY
CHRISTIANS DON’T NEED TO FEAR DEATH
KEY VERSE: FOR TO ME, TO LIVE IS CHRIST, AND TO DIE IS GAIN.
PHILIPPIANS 1:21

Does death sound scary to you? Are you afraid of dying? If you trust Jesus as
your Savior, you don’t need to fear death. When you die, you’ll go to be with Him.
Perhaps someone you love has recently died and gone to be with Jesus. It’s okay
to be sad and miss them, but take comfort knowing they are in heaven, rejoicing in
the presence of Jesus.
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AUGUST 12

NEVER TOO SMALL
READ: LUKE 12:22-30

H

i, Grandpa,” said Audrey as her grandfather came into the kitchen.
“We’re fixing a special anniversary dinner for Mom and Dad. They’ll be
here in a few hours.” Grandpa smiled, but he looked troubled.
“Didn’t the town meeting go well?” Grandma asked. Grandpa shook his head.
“What was it about?” Audrey asked, going to the cupboard to get the sugar.
“Well, the city needs to fix a major pipeline—the one that brings water
way out here to the farm. While it’s being fixed, they plan to ban watering.
It’s been so hot this year that our crops could die without water.” Grandpa
sighed. “I went to see if they would reconsider, but they wouldn’t budge.”
“Then I guess we’ll just have to pray about it,” said Grandma.
“Do you really think praying will help?” Audrey asked. “I mean, God has
much bigger problems to work on, doesn’t He? Things like earthquakes and
wars and floods, for example.”
“Yes, but He’s also interested in all the little details of our lives,” Grandpa
assured her. “He loves us as His children and wants us to look to Him for
help with any problem we have.”
Audrey turned from the cupboard. “I can’t find the sugar.”
“Oh no!” said Grandma. “I must have forgotten to get it at the store today.”
“Then we can’t make Mom’s favorite coconut cake!” said Audrey. “Does
God care about that too?”
Just then they heard a knock at the door, and Grandpa went to open it.
“Harve! Come on in,” he said to the man who lived next door.
“My niece made this coconut crème cake,” said the neighbor, “but my doctor
has me on what I call an all-cardboard diet. I came over to see if you want this.”
“Yes, we do!” Audrey exclaimed. “You’re right, Grandpa. God cares about
all our needs!”
A few weeks later, Grandma called. “Guess what, Audrey? Our prayers
have been answered. The ban on water hasn’t been a problem. In fact,
Grandpa says if it rains any more, he might need help building an ark.”
Audrey laughed. “God won’t always answer your prayers in exactly the way
you’d like,” Grandma added, “but you can be sure that He does care about all
your problems, big or small.” JOANNE MOLDONATO
NO PROBLEM IS TOO BIG OR SMALL FOR GOD
KEY VERSE: GOD SHALL SUPPLY ALL YOUR NEED ACCORDING
TO HIS RICHES IN GLORY BY CHRIST JESUS. PHILIPPIANS 4:19

Do you have a problem that you think is too small for God to care about? Maybe
you have a difficult test coming up at school, or you’re having a hard time making
friends in a new neighborhood. Your heavenly Father cares for the birds, the flowers,
and especially you. He knows what you need. No problem is too big or too small to
share with Him.
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AUGUST 13

RISING ATTITUDES
READ: GALATIANS 5:9

D

akota groaned as she tossed her backpack to the floor. “Mom! You
wouldn’t believe what happened at the Bible study.”
Mom dumped flour into a bowl. “How’d it go? Not good, I take it.” Dakota
was leading a small Bible study at a friend’s house.
“No. It was awful.” Dakota plopped down on the floor, sniffling. “I heard
Celeste complaining about the way I talked. She said I sounded whiny and
that my voice was squeaky. She didn’t know I was listening, but the next
thing I know, everyone was annoyed with me.” She rubbed her red eyes. “She
also complained about my topic, and soon everyone was agreeing with her
about that too.”
“I’m sorry,” said Mom. “It sounds like her bad attitude spread fast.”
“It sure did.” Dakota sighed, wiping a hand across her teary eyes.
Mom turned back to her mixing bowl. “Dakota? How much yeast do I put
in a whole loaf of bread?”
Dakota blinked. “A teaspoon, maybe? Not a lot at all. Why?”
“How much bad attitude did Celeste have to display before everyone was
complaining?”
Dakota snorted. “Like, two seconds worth. And then everyone was mad.”
Mom nodded. “I only have to use a little bit of yeast and the whole loaf
rises. Celeste only complained for two seconds, but her attitude quickly
spread and then everyone else was grumbling. But it doesn’t only work that
way with bad attitudes. If someone is complaining, you can be the ‘yeast’ in
that situation and speak positively, and it will spread.”
“So next time someone starts complaining, I can switch the attitude.”
Dakota bit her lip. “I know what it feels like to be the one everyone’s griping
about. I wouldn’t want someone else to feel that way.”
Mom nodded. “When we focus on others’ flaws or things we don’t like,
we’re not acting like Jesus. He loves and accepts us even though we’re not
perfect, and we can spread His love to others through a helpful, loving
attitude.” She smiled at Dakota. “Now, will you get one teaspoon of yeast for
me and put it in this bread?”
“Of course.” Dakota smiled. “I think this bread needs some good attitude
yeast to help it rise.” JUDY KLEIN
SPREAD GOOD ATTITUDES
KEY VERSE: IT ONLY TAKES A LITTLE YEAST TO MAKE
THE WHOLE LOAF OF BREAD RISE. GALATIANS 5:9 (NLV)

Have you ever been around someone who complains? After a while, you feel like
complaining too, don’t you? Bad attitudes keep people from focusing on the
goodness of Jesus, and they can spread fast—but so can good ones! Just one
person can spread their attitude to the whole group. When you feel like complaining,
remember Jesus’ attitude and help everyone focus on good things instead.
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AUGUST 14

SALT OR PEPPER

READ: PROVERBS 14:16-17, 29

W

hen his dad picked him up after school, Logan tossed
his backpack on the car seat. “I can’t believe what
happened today,” he said. “I got in trouble for something I
didn’t even do.”
“How did that happen?” asked Dad.
“Preston started an argument,” replied Logan, “and he
shoved me against my locker. I was so mad! I shoved him
back. We were yelling at each other when our teacher walked up. He didn’t
let either of us play in gym today. It wasn’t my fault—Preston started it.”
“I see,” said Dad. “Well, your teacher must have figured you both shared
the blame since you were both fighting.”
“But, Dad, Mr. Baxter didn’t even—” As Logan spoke, a car pulled out of a
driveway, right into their lane. “Dad! Watch out!”
Dad stepped on the brakes. “Thanks for protecting us, Lord,” he said
quietly. “And thanks, Logan, for warning me so quickly.”
“That guy almost rammed into us!” exclaimed Logan. “Honk at him!’’ Dad
didn’t answer, so as they changed lanes and passed the other car, Logan
yelled, “You creep! You almost hit us!”
“Calm down, Logan,” said Dad. “You need to learn to control your temper.”
At dinner that evening, Logan and his dad talked about it some more. “I still
think you should have honked at him, Dad.” Logan reached for the salt shaker
and began to sprinkle his potatoes. “Whoa!” he said. “This is pepper, not salt!”
“There’s quite a difference between them, isn’t there? I’m reminded that
Jesus said Christians are the salt of the world—not hot pepper,” said Dad.
“Which are you being when you get angry and yell at drivers—or shove kids?”
“Um . . . hot pepper, I guess,” Logan admitted.
“A lot of accidents happen because of road rage, and a lot of friendships are
damaged because of quick tempers,” said Dad. “That’s not the way to show
others God’s love. He isn’t quick-tempered with us when we sin. He is patient
and kind with us, and that’s how we should treat others, even when they do
something that makes us angry. Instead of lashing out, look to Him to help
you stay calm so you can peacefully work things out.” JANICE M. JONES
CONTROL YOUR TEMPER
KEY VERSE: DON’ T LET YOUR SPIRIT RUSH TO BE ANGRY,
FOR ANGER ABIDES IN THE HEART OF FOOLS. ECCLESIASTES 7:9 (CSB)

Are you quick to respond in anger when you get upset? Do you yell at people or
call them names? It’s okay to feel angry, but it’s important to control your actions
when you feel that way. Because Jesus took the punishment for our sin, God is slow
to anger and shows us kindness and forgiveness when we do things that are wrong.
Trust Him to help you control your anger and show others His love.
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AUGUST 15

STUCK BEHIND THE TRUCK
READ: PSALM 32:8-11

M

om, why are you crying?” Joseph asked. Her tears
scared him. She never cried.
“I’m sorry, honey,” she said, brushing away tears
from under her eyes. “I’m just really discouraged
right now.” She turned on her right blinker and
waited for an opening in the traffic.
“Because we aren’t able to move in today after
all?” Joseph asked.
“Yes,” Mom answered as she turned right. “They promised
the apartment would be ready for us. But those nasty bugs we found aren’t
easy to get rid of, and we can’t live there right now. So I’m going to need
your help getting the car unpacked when we get home.”
“But we can’t live at home anymore,” Joseph said. “You told me so.”
“Not for much longer, you’re right.” A huge semi-trailer advertising
groceries pulled out in front of them, and Mom followed behind it. “Our
landlady says we have to move within a week. I had hoped this apartment
would work for us, but now I see it won’t. And that’s why I’m discouraged.”
The semi ground to a halt, and Mom stopped the car behind it. Joseph
tried to see why the truck stopped, but the back was so wide he couldn’t tell.
“Mom, why did the truck stop just now?” he said, still straining at the
window to see around the truck.
“I don’t know, honey. Maybe because of a red light, or a stop sign, or a car
accident. It doesn’t really matter. If the truck in front of me stops, it has a
good reason, and I stop too. It’s kind of hard not knowing though, isn’t it?”
“Hey,” Joseph said. “That’s how God works. We can’t really tell why He’s
stopping us or letting us go forward, and that’s really hard. But just because
we don’t know what He’s doing doesn’t mean we can’t trust Him.”
“You’re right, Joseph!” Mom said. “Right now in our lives it seems like
we’re following behind a semi-trailer. We don’t know why God put a stop
to our apartment plans, but we know He’s in control and has a good reason
for all He does. We just need to remember how much He loves us and trust
Him to help us through this. Thanks, buddy!” AMY GLENDINNING
TRUST GOD WITH THE FUTURE
KEY VERSE: THE LORD SAYS, “I WILL GUIDE YOU ALONG THE BEST PATHWAY
FOR YOUR LIFE. I WILL ADVISE YOU AND WATCH OVER YOU.” PSALM 32:8 (NLT)

Do you ever feel like things are out of control? Do you wish you could see what the
future holds? Much as we would like to see or control what will happen to us, only
God knows and controls the future. But because He is all-powerful and loves us so
much He sent His Son, Jesus, to save us, we know we can trust Him with whatever
comes our way. Trust Him with the future.
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HEY ZACH!

TOPIC: DIFFERENCES

Hey, kids! I’m Zach, host of the Keys for Kids radio program. I’ve got a

question for you—have you ever felt different from other people? Well,
that’s because you are! No two people are alike. God created everyone
differently, and we each have our own abilities and struggles. No one is just
like you. But sometimes that can be hard, can’t it? Especially when others
don’t appreciate or accept your differences, or you’re not sure how to relate
to someone whose experience has been different from yours.
Well, that’s what we want to talk about this week. Over the next five days,
you’ll read stories about kids learning how God wants them to see people
who are different from them. Before we dive in, think about and answer the
following questions:
What are some special things about you that make you different? _________
____________________________________________________________________________
Think about your best friend. How are they different from you? Do your
differences help you be even better friends? How? _________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
Sometimes it’s hard to embrace what makes us different. What is
something about yourself you would like God to help you be thankful for
this week? _________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
What are some ways you can encourage your friends to appreciate what
makes them different? _____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
Jesus was unlike everyone He met. What made Him so different? _________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

Think about the questions you answered
as you learn more about differences on the
following pages, and be sure to send me a
question on our next topic. You’ll get a prize
for sending in your question, and you may
even see it in the next issue of Keys for Kids!
Go to KeysForKids.org/HeyZach

ZACH
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Listen to Zach on the Keys for Kids radio program at keysforkids.net

READER QUESTION

Q

Dear Zach,
Is it a good or bad thing if everyone is different? Should we try to be the
same as other people or just show how different we are?
–Eli, age 9

ZACH’S RESPONSE

A

Dear Eli,
Thanks for writing to me! You’ve asked an excellent question.
I think it’s a great thing that people are different from each other. That’s
how God planned it. Each person is born unique, which means that no one
looks like anybody else and everyone has their own personality and special
abilities. First Peter 4:10-11 says, “God has given each of you a gift from his
great variety of spiritual gifts. Use them well to serve one another” (NLT).
Even though we are different, Christians are supposed to be unified,
which means we should work together and use our abilities to help each
other. Jesus loves and died for each one of us, and when we embrace our
differences and come together as His children, we show His love to the world.
Your friend,

I hope you enjoy reading the stories on differences with me this week.
And if you’re not already part of the WORD with Zach summer reading
program, there’s still time to join me in reading your Bible and Keys for
Kids this summer too! We’re giving away some cool prizes, because what’s
better on a hot summer day than a cool prize? Join the challenge at
WORDwithZach.org and get into God’s Word with me this summer!
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AUGUST 16

A

DIFFERENCES

NOT LIKE ME

READ: MATTHEW 10:40-42; ROMANS 15:4-7

fter running some errands, Serena and her mom stopped at their
favorite playground. It had lots of tunnels and fast slides. When
Serena climbed to the highest point of the playground, she saw a girl
around her own age sitting in the sandbox, tracing circles in the sand
with a lonely look on her face.
Serena raced down a slide, intent on asking the girl if she wanted to play.
But she suddenly jerked to a stop. When the girl turned the other way,
Serena noticed that she had no right arm! Serena spun around and ran the
other way.
Mom was sitting on a picnic blanket, sipping on lemonade. Serena
plopped down beside her. “Mom, I think I’m ready to leave now.”
Mom frowned as she poured Serena some lemonade. “What’s going on,
sweetie? We just got here!” Serena sighed. “Spill it, kiddo,” Mom gently
prodded.
“Well . . . see that girl over there?” Serena inclined her head toward the
sandbox. “I—I was going to ask her to play with me because she looked
lonely, but then I got scared. I don’t know what to say to her! She’s just . . .
not like me.”
“Serena, have you trusted Jesus as your Savior?” Mom asked quietly.
Serena flashed a dimpled smile and nodded.
“Then who do you have in you to help you love others and be like Jesus?”
asked Mom.
Serena’s eyes lit up. “The Holy Spirit! So, even though that girl may be
different from me, I can still show her the love of Jesus.”
Mom gave her a squeeze. “Don’t forget, Serena, just because someone
looks different from you doesn’t mean they need a different kind of love.
We all need the love of Jesus. And who knows? Maybe you’ll make a new
friend!”
Serena poured a cup of lemonade and stood up to make her way over to
the girl. “Mom, I know that Jesus talked about reaching out to others by
giving them a cup of cold water, but I think this girl might like lemonade
even better!” SAVANNAH COLEMAN
SHOW LOVE TO ALL PEOPLE
KEY VERSE: BE IMITATORS OF GOD, THEREFORE,
AS DEARLY LOVED CHILDREN. EPHESIANS 5:1

Do you have trouble talking to people who look or act differently from you? If you
are God’s child, you have His Holy Spirit inside you to help you love others like
Jesus. You don’t have to be afraid of saying something wrong; simply reaching
out to someone in love despite differences speaks the loudest of all.
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AUGUST 17

READ: ROMANS 12:1-11

W

DIFFERENCES

THE COMPARISON GAME

hy is my favorite nine-year-old so sad today?” asked Mom when
she noticed Nia’s unhappy face.
“Oh, Mom,” Nia said, “I’m not good at anything! I can’t sing like
Cheryl, and I can’t play the piano half as well as Ciara does!”
“You sing and play the piano just fine,” said Mom, “and I know something
else you’re very good at—helping me get lunch on the table. Dad will be
home for lunch today.”
Nia helped her mother finish getting lunch ready. When Dad got home
and they started to eat, Nia made a few more comments about not being
good at anything, but then she seemed to forget her blue mood.
To the surprise of Nia and her mother, Dad sat down at the piano after
lunch. He began to bang on the keys as he playfully—and loudly—sang off
key. Giggling, Nia put her hands over her ears. “Dad, please!” she shouted.
“Give our ears a break!”
Dad stopped playing and pretended to be offended.
“Nia,” said Mom, “you said you couldn’t play the piano well, remember?
But it all depends on who you compare yourself to. Compared to your
father, you play very well.”
Nia laughed when Dad pretended to look sad. “Well, maybe so,” she said,
“but I’m not good at sports like Dad is.”
“But you’re much better at sports than I ever was!” Mom replied.
“Maybe, but you do other things better than I do,” said Nia. “Like
decorating cakes—I wish I could do that.”
“We could go on and on like this all day!” Mom said. “Don’t you see what
you’re doing, Nia? You’re constantly comparing yourself to others instead of
embracing the gifts God has given you. He created each of us with different
talents and abilities so we can show His love to others in our own unique
way. Instead of playing the comparison game, focus on using your own gifts
to serve the Lord. All our abilities come from Him, and He’ll help you use
them for His glory and to point others to Jesus.”
Dad nodded in agreement. “Don’t waste your time comparing yourself
to your friends—or your parents!” he said with a wink. “Just be who God
created you to be—yourself!” RAELENE E. PHILLIPS
BE YOURSELF
KEY VERSE: AS EACH ONE HAS RECEIVED A GIFT,
MINISTER IT TO ONE ANOTHER. 1 PETER 4:10

Are you thankful for the talents God has given you? Or do you play the comparison
game—comparing yourself to others and wanting to be like them? God didn’t
create you to be like them—He created you to be you! Focus on finding and
developing the talents and abilities He gave you, then use those unique gifts to
serve Him.
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AUGUST 18

H

DIFFERENCES

EVERY NATION

READ: REVELATION 5:8-10

i, Mom!” Jared said as he slid the door of the minivan shut.
“How was your day? Anything interesting happen today?”
Mom asked as she pulled away from the school.
“There’s a new kid in our class. His name is Tamim. He doesn’t speak
English very well, and he had some weird food in his lunch. I kind of wanted
to talk to him, but I thought Marcus and Tony would make fun of me.”
“Hmm . . . Tamim. Is his last name Youssef?” Mom asked.
“Yeah, it is,” Jared said. “How’d you know?”
“Well, I met his family today when I volunteered for the refugee outreach
program at church. His parents are very nice, and he has a cute little baby
sister. His dad told me their son was starting school today.”
“Oh. What’s a refugee again?” Jared asked.
“The Youssef family had to leave their country because their lives were
in danger. Refugees come to other countries for many reasons—sometimes
because of war, or famine, or natural disasters—but in their case, it was
because they are Christians and most of their country is not.”
Jared looked at his mom in surprise. “Their lives are in danger just
because they believe in Jesus?”
“Yes,” Mom answered. “Tamim and his family have chosen to follow Christ,
just as you and I have. But for them, it has meant giving up their home and
jobs and friends and even their country to keep their family safe. Tamim and
his family have endured serious hardships. He’s a pretty brave kid!”
“Wow,” Jared said. “I didn’t know his family went through all that.”
Mom nodded. “Having the same faith makes us brothers and sisters
in Christ. In fact, the Bible tells us that one day, when Jesus returns, we
will worship God for all eternity along with people from every tribe and
language and nation in the world! It’s possible we’ll be standing right next
to the Youssef family in front of God’s throne. Isn’t that exciting?”
“It sure is!” Jared agreed. “I think Tamim is someone I’d like to get to
know better. Could we invite his family over for dinner sometime?”
Mom smiled. “I think that’s an excellent idea.” KAREN MCMILLAN
THERE ARE CHRISTIANS ALL OVER THE WORLD
KEY VERSE: ALL THE ENDS OF THE WORLD SHALL REMEMBER
AND TURN TO THE LORD, AND ALL THE FAMILIES
OF THE NATIONS SHALL WORSHIP BEFORE YOU. PSALM 22:27

Have you ever thought about all the different types of people who will be in
heaven? God created people of every tribe, nation, and language, and Jesus died
for them all. Are there people in your school or community who are different from
you? Now might be a good time to get to know them. If they’re your brothers and
sisters in Christ, you will be spending all of eternity together!
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AUGUST 19

W

DIFFERENCES

THE FRUIT BOWL

READ: MATTHEW 7:1-5; LUKE 11:4

e’re home!” shouted Gigi, Helena, and Ashley as they walked into
the house. Gigi looked around. “Hmm, I guess Mom’s in the garden.”
“She’ll be inside later,” said Ashley. “Let’s get something to eat. I’m
starving!”
The girls scrambled into the kitchen and found a fruit bowl in the middle
of the table. Each of them reached for a different piece of fruit just as Mom
walked in.
“Hey, girls,” said Mom. “How was school today?”
“It was good,” said Helena. “We had a new girl named Brianna in our class.”
“Ooh, I saw her at recess!” said Gigi. “She wouldn’t let anyone else play on
the swings.”
“Yeah, and I overheard her saying she’s a Christian too,” Helena said.
Ashley scoffed. “Speaking of Christians, remember Elaine?”
“Didn’t she trust Jesus as her Savior last Sunday?” asked Gigi.
“Yeah,” answered Ashley. “But today I caught her cheating on a test!”
“Girls!” interrupted Mom. “I don’t appreciate the way you’re talking about
others like that.”
The girls shrugged and each took a bite out of their fruit. Choruses of “Ew!”
“Gross!” “This peach is rotten!” rang around the table.
Mom inspected the fruit bowl. “There is mold on all this fruit. See?” She
pointed to a squishy white spot on a plum. “It grows when fruit spoils or sits out
for too long. It looks like it got on every piece, so we should throw it all out.”
The girls nodded in agreement, and Mom emptied the fruit bowl.
“You know, girls,” Mom said, turning to face the triplets. “Mold reminds
me of how sin works. Just like how each of you picked a different piece of
moldy fruit from the bowl, sin tempts us all in different ways—Brianna with
selfishness, Elaine with cheating, and you three with gossiping.” The girls
gave each other guilty looks. “But the good news is, just like we dumped out
the mold, Jesus cleans out our sin. Let’s ask Him for forgiveness right now
and pray that He’ll help us be more mindful before we judge others.”
The girls nodded, and they all bowed their heads. GABRIELLA HSU
CHRISTIANS STRUGGLE DIFFERENTLY
KEY VERSE: AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION, BUT DELIVER US
FROM THE EVIL ONE. MATTHEW 6:13 (NIV)

What sins do you have a hard time with? Different people struggle with different
sins, but everyone struggles with temptation. Instead of judging other people, we
need to remember that we have faults of our own and encourage and help one
another when we’re tempted. No matter what sins we struggle with, Jesus will
always forgive us and help us resist temptation.
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AUGUST 20

READ: MARK 7:31-37

G

DIFFERENCES

SIGN LANGUAGE

inny weaved through the colorful art displays in her school’s
gymnasium. All around her, paintings, sketches, and drawings
covered tall display boards, but Ginny wasn’t looking at the beautiful
artwork when she crashed right into her mom.
“Oh!” Mom said, surprised. “Is everything okay, Ginny?”
“Well, something sort of awkward just happened,” Ginny answered. “Janiya
brought her friend Alaina to the art fair and introduced her to me. Alaina is
deaf, so she can’t hear if I try to talk with her. She speaks using sign language,
but I don’t know any sign language, so I couldn’t talk to her. I felt super
awkward and didn’t know what to do, so I said I had to get going.”
“I see,” Mom said. “Sometimes it’s hard to know what to say when you’re
around someone who’s different from you, but often people who are deaf
appreciate it when we try to communicate with them. Even if our hand
gestures aren’t the sign language they’re used to seeing, it still shows them
we want to be their friend. Did you know that Jesus used His hands to
communicate with a deaf person?”
“Really? When?” Ginny asked.
“Some people brought a man to Jesus who couldn’t hear and could barely
talk. Jesus wanted to show the deaf man He was going to heal him, but He
couldn’t verbally speak with him, so Jesus put His fingers into the man’s ears
and touched the man’s tongue. Why do you think Jesus did that?”
“Hmm . . . He was probably trying to tell the man He was about to heal his
ears and tongue,” Ginny answered.
“I think so too,” Mom agreed. “Jesus couldn’t speak with him, so he
communicated with His hands. How can you communicate to Alaina
without words?”
“I can smile,” Ginny answered. “And since we’re at an art fair, I can point
to pictures I think are beautiful.”
“That’s a great start,” Mom said. “A smile is a sign you want to be friends
in any language. I know it might feel a little different to use your hands to
communicate, but Alaina will appreciate knowing you want to be her friend.”
“Thanks, Mom,” Ginny said. “I’m going to go find Alaina.”
RACHEL VRUGGINK

BE A FRIEND TO EVERYONE
KEY VERSE: I HAVE BECOME ALL THINGS TO ALL PEOPLE SO THAT
BY ALL POSSIBLE MEANS I MIGHT SAVE SOME. 1 CORINTHIANS 9:22

Do you know someone who has a disability—maybe they’re deaf, blind, or have
trouble talking? Are you willing to be their friend? It might mean you have to
communicate with them in a way that’s not familiar to you, but you’ll be showing
them kindness in your willingness to communicate differently in order to be friendly.
Show others Jesus’ love by being a friend to everyone.
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AUGUST 21

NOT SO SCARY

READ: PSALM 31:14-15, 19, 23-24; JOHN 14:1-3

C

rew and his sister Nina begged to watch a movie about a shipwreck. “I’ll
watch it with you,” Dad said. “We’ll just turn it off if it’s something we
shouldn’t be watching or if it gets too scary for you two.”
“It won’t scare me,” Crew said, “but Nina will probably scream through
most of it. She’s a big chicken!”
Nina scowled. “I am not! I won’t be scared at all.”
To Crew’s surprise, when the storm got really rough and it was apparent
the ship would go down, Nina just yawned. And when the passengers made
it safely to an island only to discover that it was inhabited by wild animals,
Nina smiled. Crew couldn’t believe it. “What’s with you?” he asked. “Usually
you scream and cover your eyes over nothing!”
“I’d probably be scared,” said Nina, “except that my friend Amy saw this movie
and told me about it. I know what happens—the story has a good ending.”
When the movie ended, Dad flipped to the evening news. Reporters talked
about accidents and terrorists and shootings. “Now, those stories really are
scary,” Nina said.
“Yeah,” Crew agreed, “and those things are true, not just made-up. That’s
what makes them so scary.”
“We really have nothing to fear though,” Dad said.
Nina looked at him curiously. “We don’t? Why not, Dad? Just because we’re
Christians doesn’t mean bad things won’t happen to us, does it?”
“No, it doesn’t,” replied Dad. “Everyone faces scary and painful situations
in life, including Christians, and it’s sad to hear about war and accidents
and other things that happen. But . . .” He smiled at Nina. “We know how
everything ends. One day Jesus will come back and get rid of sin and evil and
make the whole world new. Christians who have died will be resurrected,
and we’ll all live with Him forever. Because we trust in Jesus, there’s a good
ending ahead for us.”
“Wow,” said Nina. “Scary news isn’t so scary when you know everything
ends well.”
Dad nodded. “Jesus is in control of everything that happens. We can trust
Him to be with us and help us through hard times on earth, knowing the
ending to our story will be a good one.” SHERRY L. KUY T
EVERY CHRISTIAN’S STORY HAS A GOOD ENDING
KEY VERSE: [JESUS SAID,] LET NOT YOUR HEART BE TROUBLED;
YOU BELIEVE IN GOD, BELIEVE ALSO IN ME. JOHN 14:1

Do you worry that something bad might happen to you? Do scary things make you
fearful? Remember that God is in control of everything that happens, and He’s
promised a good ending for those who trust in Jesus. Trust Him to help you through
any difficulties you face, and look forward to the good ending He has in store for you.
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AUGUST 22

CLOTHING OR KINDNESS
READ: 1 TIMOTHY 2:9–10; 1 PETER 3:3–4

S

ophie looked into her closet and sighed. School started tomorrow, but
what could she wear? Her clothes were from the thrift store, and none
were the brand names that everybody would be wearing. There were no cute
new dresses, no stylish tops.
“Why can’t I just once have something fashionable to wear for the first day
of school?” she whined to nobody in particular. She knew that her mom, a
single mother of three, didn’t have extra money for popular name-brand
clothes. But Sophie still didn’t like it.
That evening, Sophie was sitting on the couch, frowning at a book, while
her mom worked at a desk nearby.
“Why are you looking so glum, Sophie?” asked Mom. “Is something wrong?”
Sophie set the book aside with a heavy sigh. “I’m going to look so dumb
tomorrow. None of my clothes are even close to being cool.”
“I think your clothes are fine, Sophie. They look very nice on you.”
“But I won’t fit in with any of the popular kids!”
“Did Jesus fit in with the popular kids?” asked Mom.
Sophie stopped and blinked. She hadn’t expected that question, and she
had to think about it. “I guess maybe He didn’t,” she finally admitted.
“He didn’t at all. In fact, the teachers of the law—the closest thing to
‘popular kids’ in Jesus’ time—hated Him so much they plotted to kill
Him,” Mom told her. “They didn’t like the way He treated people who they
thought didn’t deserve God’s love. People noticed him because of what he
did, not because of how he looked.”
“And that applies to us too?” Sophie asked.
“Yes, it does,” Mom replied. “The apostles in the early church told
Christian women not to wear expensive clothes and jewelry in order to
stand out and make themselves seem better than others. It was their deeds,
not their appearances, that should set them apart.”
Sophie smiled. “Okay, Mom. Instead of worrying about my clothes, I’ll
ask Jesus to help me get noticed for showing others kindness instead.”
CHRISTIANA CUDWORTH

PUT ON KINDNESS
KEY VERSE: THE LORD DOES NOT LOOK AT THE THINGS PEOPLE LOOK AT.
PEOPLE LOOK AT THE OUTWARD APPEARANCE,
BUT THE LORD LOOKS AT THE HEART. 1 SAMUEL 16:7 (NIV)

Do you like to follow the latest styles? Do you feel left out if other people are
wearing brand-name clothes and you’re not? While it’s good to want to look
your best, remember that Jesus didn’t stand out because of how He looked but
because of the way He showed love and kindness to everyone. Trust Him to help
you get noticed for who you are, not what you wear.
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AUGUST 23

DAILY BREAD
READ: JOHN 6:25-40

J

oel,” Mom called. “Would you like to help make supper? We’re having
biscuits and gravy. I thought you might like to help make the biscuits.”
“Sure,” answered Joel as he walked into the kitchen. He finished rolling out
the dough.
“This is a biscuit cutter,” said Mom, showing him a round cutter. “Just
press it onto the dough to make as many biscuits as you can.”
Joel liked the way the cutter squished into the soft dough.
Mom put the biscuits onto a cookie sheet, but she didn’t put it in the oven
yet. “We’re also going to make croutons,” she said. “You know, those crispy
bread things that go on our salad?” She gave him some slices of dry bread,
then showed him how to brush melted butter on both sides. Joel brushed the
butter on, but not without dripping some on the counter.
“You’re doing a good job, Joel,” Mom said. “Here’s some Italian seasoning
to sprinkle on too.”
Mom cut the buttered bread into squares. Before she put the biscuits and
croutons in the oven, she pulled out some cinnamon rolls. “Would you like
to drizzle icing on the rolls?”
“Yeah!” Joel breathed in the smell of the fresh cinnamon rolls. He made a
mess with the icing as he tried to get some onto every roll.
“This makes me think of one of the names of Jesus,” Mom said. “Do you
know which one?” She took the biscuits and croutons out of the oven. “I’ll
give you a hint. It’s what we’ve been making.”
Joel looked at the biscuits, the croutons, and the cinnamon rolls. “I don’t
know. They’re all different.”
“Yes, but they’re all some sort of bread, and Jesus is called the Bread of Life.”
“Why is He called that?” asked Joel.
“In Jesus’ day, bread was a basic food. People couldn’t live without it, and we
can’t live spiritually without Jesus. He died and rose again to save us from sin,
and we can only have life through Him. Whenever we feel spiritually hungry,
we can go to Him. He’ll remind us that He loves us and is always with us.”
Joel popped a crouton into his mouth and smiled. BONNIE CLARKSON
JESUS GIVES US LIFE
KEY VERSE: THEN JESUS DECLARED, “I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE.
WHOEVER COMES TO ME WILL NEVER GO HUNGRY,
AND WHOEVER BELIEVES IN ME WILL NEVER BE THIRSTY.” JOHN 6:35 (NIV)

Do you trust Jesus as your Savior? Or are you trying to satisfy your spiritual hunger
some other way? Jesus says He is the Bread of Life because He’s the only one who
can give us life and fill us spiritually. Put your trust in Him. (See “Have You Heard the
Good News?” on page 102.) Then spend time with Him each day getting to know
Him better.
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AUGUST 24

LEAP OF FAITH
READ: HEBREWS 11:6-10

A

ustin didn’t pay much attention to the animals as he followed his dad
and little sister through the city zoo. All he could think about was how,
in another week, they’d be moving to a different city.
“Are you enjoying the zoo today?” asked Dad.
Emma nodded eagerly, but Austin just shrugged. “We’ve been here so
often, I know most of the information about the animals by heart.” He began
reciting. “The hippo is responsible for more deaths in the wild than any
other animal. The flamingos are pink because of the shrimp they eat.”
“I guess you won’t miss the zoo when we move,” said Dad.
“Not like I’ll miss my friends. I really don’t want to move,” Austin replied.
“I won’t miss the zoo as much as my friends either,” said Emma, “but I will
miss the impalas. They’re so pretty.” She pointed to a field nearby where
several deer-like creatures were grazing.
“The impalas?” Austin asked in surprise. “I think they’re the dumbest
animals here. Do you know why they don’t need to have cages? Because
they’re big chickens!”
“No, they’re not,” said Emma. “They’re a kind of antelope.”
“I meant that they’re scaredy-cats!” said Austin. “They’re great jumpers,
but they won’t jump unless they can see where their feet will land. If there’s
just a small hedge around them, they’ll never escape.”
“Really?” Emma asked. “If I were an impala, I’d jump.”
“I doubt it,” said Austin, “because if you were an impala, you’d be chicken too.”
“People can be like that sometimes,” said Dad. “Sometimes we’re afraid to
try something new because we’re not sure what it will be like.”
Austin sighed. “You’re talking about me, aren’t you?”
“Well, I admit I’m a little nervous to be moving to a new place too,” Dad
said. “But God knows what’s on the other side of the hedge, and we can trust
Him to do what’s best for us. After all, Jesus was willing to leave His home in
heaven and come to earth to save us.”
Austin sighed. “Okay, I’ll jump. I guess I can’t live inside a hedge forever.”
He smiled at his sister. “Come on. Let’s go see the impalas. Maybe we can
convince them to jump too!” HEATHER M. TEKAVEC
TRUST GOD WITH LIFE CHANGES
KEY VERSE: FOR WE LIVE BY FAITH, NOT BY SIGHT. 2 CORINTHIANS 5:7

Do you feel afraid when you’re facing something new? Big changes can be scary,
but remember that Jesus will help you through them. Have faith in Him. He faced
the scariest situation of all—dying on a cross for our sins—so you could have eternal
life. You can trust Him to be with you and do what’s best. Take a leap of faith and
leave the landing to Him.

62

COLOR!

For we live
by faith, not
by sight.
2 Corinthians 5:7

Finish drawing the hedge.
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AUGUST 25

A BROKEN FRIENDSHIP
READ: MATTHEW 18:21-22

I

. am never going to school again!” Suzi announced as she came through
the door. She flopped onto the couch and covered her face with a pillow.
“And I’m never speaking to Christy again.”
Mom came over and sat down. “That bad, huh? Never is a long time not
to speak to your best friend.”
“She’s not my best friend anymore!” Suzi exclaimed as she adjusted her
legs. “I’m never forgiving her.”
Suddenly, her foot caught the edge of Grandma’s antique end table and
knocked it to the floor. With a loud crack, the table leg split in two.
Suzi jerked up and took the pillow off her face. Her jaw dropped. “I’m so
sorry, Mom! It was an accident.”
With a heavy sigh, Mom quietly knelt by the table to inspect the damage.
“I don’t think its fixable,” she said slowly. “Time to throw it away.”
Suzi gasped and jumped off the couch. “We’ve had that table forever!
There must be a way to fix it.”
Mom shook her head. “I’m not sure it would be worth the effort.”
“You at least need to try!” Suzi protested. “You can’t just throw something
away that you love . . . ” Suddenly, she noticed Mom was smiling.
“You’re absolutely right, Suzi,” said Mom. “We don’t just throw away the
things we love . . . or the people we love. Your friendship with Christy is
much more valuable than this table and is also worth the effort to mend.”
Suzi groaned and grabbed the pillow again. “But sometimes it’s so hard to
forgive!”
Mom took the pillow off Suzi’s face. “We don’t forgive because it’s easy.
We forgive because Jesus has forgiven us of so much.”
Suzi frowned. “But Christy isn’t even sorry!”
“God didn’t send his Son to die for us because the world was already so
sorry for its sins,” Mom replied. “He certainly didn’t do it because it was
easy. He did it because He loves us and wanted a relationship with us.”
Suzi sighed. “If God can sacrifice everything to have a relationship with
me, then I guess I can try to forgive Christy . . . even when it’s hard.” She
smiled at Mom. “Now, let’s go fix your table.” BETHANY DEN BOER
FORGIVE BECAUSE YOU ARE FORGIVEN
KEY VERSE: JUST AS THE LORD HAS FORGIVEN YOU,
SO YOU ARE ALSO TO FORGIVE. COLOSSIANS 3:13 (CSB)

Have you ever been in a fight with a friend? Perhaps someone said something
mean or thoughtless to you. Or perhaps they wanted to play with someone else.
Unkind words and actions are hurtful, and they can make us very angry, especially
when they come from someone we love. But if you know Jesus, He has forgiven
you for all your sins. Forgive others, even when it’s hard.
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AUGUST 26

NECESSARY INGREDIENTS (PART 1)
READ: ZEPHANIAH 3:17; ROMANS 5:6-8

K

yle shuffled into the kitchen. “Something smells good.”
“I’m baking cake,” Mom said. “Again.”
Kyle slumped onto a stool. “Again?”
Mom offered him a plate of cooling lumps
vaguely resembling chocolate cake. Kyle tasted
one and scrunched his nose. “Yuck!”
“I forgot baking powder,” Mom explained.
“It makes a difference?”
“There’s the proof!” Mom pointed, smiling.
Kyle half-smiled, then frowned. “I don’t make a difference.”
“Why would you think that?” Mom asked.
“Because everyone made fun of me for not having a real job in our class
play. I’m just running lights. Big deal.”
The timer on the oven dinged, and Mom pulled out the second cake to cool.
“Looks delicious.” Kyle’s face brightened a bit.
“The one with baking powder.” Mom handed Kyle the recipe. “Which
ingredient doesn’t make a difference?”
Kyle shrugged. “Don’t you need all of them?”
Mom nodded. “Just like your play needs all the parts. How would the
audience see the actors on stage without lights?”
“Well, at first, I thought my job was important. I was excited to learn how
to run the controls. But then some kids started making fun of me, and I
wondered if they were right. And when more people made fun of me, I
thought they were right.” Kyle dropped his head onto his folded arms, and
Mom moved around the counter to give him a hug. “Mom, it really hurts
when other people don’t think I matter. I just want to quit!”
“Yes, it’s painful,” Mom said. “But what people say—whether it’s one
person or a huge group—never changes the truth. Do you hear me, Kyle?
Nobody can change the truth. What God says is truth, and God says we
matter so much to Him that He was willing to send His Son to suffer and
die so we could belong to Him. People are cruel sometimes, but that never
changes the fact that we are valuable. We are all necessary because we
matter to God.” PEARL ALLARD
YOU MATTER TO GOD
KEY VERSE: [CAST] ALL YOUR CARE UPON HIM, FOR HE CARES FOR YOU.
1 PETER 5:7

Do you ever think you don’t matter? Especially when people are mean to you? It
hurts deeply when people don’t value us the way God does. No matter how many
people speak lies, it doesn’t change the truth: God says you matter tremendously.
He loves you incredibly, and you are valuable to Him.
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AUGUST 27

NECESSARY INGREDIENTS (PART 2)
READ: 1 CORINTHIANS 12:15-27

M

om sliced a wedge of moist chocolate cake and handed it to Kyle with
a fork. Kyle wasted no time shoveling the cake into his mouth.
“Kyle, not only do you matter to God, you matter to other people too,
even if they don’t think so.”
Kyle swallowed. “I don’t know about that.”
“All of God’s children form one group called the body of Christ. We’re
each like a different body part using our unique gifts. Jesus is the head, in
charge over all of us. Each part is necessary and needs to stay connected
not just to the head but also to the other parts to be healthy. If one part is
hurt or missing, the whole body suffers.”
“But what if I’m the hurt part?” Kyle asked. “No one else in my class is
suffering. They’re the ones who hurt me in the first place. And they call
themselves Christians!”
“Making fun of you because of the part you got in the play is definitely
wrong,” Mom said. “But responding by quitting isn’t right either. Your
whole class would suffer. If no one runs the lights, no one will see the play!”
Mom picked up the flour canister. “If the flour told the baking powder it
wasn’t important, and the baking powder ran away, would the recipe quit
needing baking powder?”
Kyle sighed. “No.”
Mom held the flour jar in one hand and pretended it was a puppet.
“Baking powder, you’re going down! This recipe calls for three cups of me
and only one teaspoon of you! Guess who doesn’t matter? Bwa ha ha!”
Kyle giggled in spite of himself. “Oh yeah? Just try to have a cake without
me!” he said, grabbing the baking soda. “You’ll be the one going down.
You’ll have flat, nasty cake without me!” They both laughed. “I guess it’s
kind of ridiculous to think we don’t matter, huh?” Kyle said. “I know my
job running lights is important—and all the other parts are important too.
I don’t understand why the kids made fun of me. It still hurts. But if we’re
all part of the body of Christ, I’ll try to remember I have to stay connected.
Even though I still want to quit, I guess I won’t.” PEARL ALLARD
YOU MATTER TO OTHERS
KEY VERSE: THERE ARE DIFFERENT WAYS OF DOING HIS WORK.
BUT IT IS THE SAME GOD WHO USES ALL THESE WAYS IN ALL PEOPLE.
1 CORINTHIANS 12:6 (NLV)

Have you ever felt like you weren’t needed by other Christians? It’s painful when
people don’t recognize the difference you make, but the truth is that you still
matter to others. All those who trust in Jesus make up the body of Christ, and
we need one another. Stay connected to other Christians, even when you’ve been
hurt, and keep using your unique gifts to serve Jesus.
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AUGUST 28

NECESSARY INGREDIENTS (PART 3)
READ: ROMANS 12:14-21

H

i, Mom!” Kyle bounded into the kitchen with a huge grin and plopped
onto a stool.
“Hi, sweetie. Was today better?”
“Sure was! Guess what? I know why the kids made fun of me about my job in
the class play. James was jealous! He wanted to do the lights and was bragging
to Pete about how the teacher would definitely pick him. So when I got picked
instead, James was as angry as a hornet. He just said all that stuff about me
not being important because he felt like he wasn’t important! The other kids
probably joined in because they were scared of him. Isn’t that crazy?”
“How did you handle that?” Mom asked.
“I wanted to punch him.” Mom’s eyes grew round, and Kyle quickly added,
“Don’t worry, I didn’t. I was just mad that he hurt me. It felt good knowing
James thought he didn’t matter.”
Mom raised her eyebrows.
“I know, I know,” Kyle said, “it was wrong to think that. So I prayed in my
head, and I asked God to help me tell James what you told me.”
“What did you tell him?” Mom asked.
Kyle grinned. “I told him my mom was pretty good at making up voices
for flour and baking soda characters.”
Mom’s cheeks reddened slightly. “Well, I used to enjoy drama.”
“Just kidding,” Kyle said. “I told him I knew how it felt to think I didn’t
matter, and that it just isn’t true. Everyone matters to God, and we matter
to each other. I told him if we were all different cake ingredients, we’d all be
needed to make the cake, even if we were tiny—like the baking soda. Then I
shared half the piece of chocolate cake in my lunch with him.”
“I’m so proud of you!” said Mom. “Instead of trying to get back at James
for being mean, you responded with kindness, just like Jesus would. How
did James respond?”
“He was surprised I was being nice after he was so awful. He didn’t exactly
apologize, but he started being nice, so we’re friends again. I’m glad, because
if I matter to other Christians, then they have to matter to me too, right?”
Mom smiled and nodded. “That’s exactly right.” PEARL ALLARD
OVERCOME EVIL WITH GOOD
KEY VERSE: DO NOT BE OVERCOME BY EVIL, BUT OVERCOME EVIL WITH GOOD.
ROMANS 12:21

Have you ever considered that people who hurt you are perhaps feeling hurt
themselves? Maybe in the very same way they hurt you? Knowing the truth that we
matter can heal us and give us strength to offer that same healing to those who
treat us badly. Who can you think of who needs to hear God’s truth? Will you share
it with them in a loving way? (And maybe a piece of cake?)
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AUGUST 29

SNAIL RACING
READ: HEBREWS 12:1-3

M

aria makes me so mad!” said Leah. “I prayed and studied so hard for
that test! Maria barely studied, and she got a perfect score. It’s so
unfair! She’s not even a Christian!”
“Hold up!” said Dad. “Whether or not she’s a Christian, your grades come
from your hard work. Also, from what I see, your grade improved a lot
from before.”
“Whatever,” said Leah. Then she reached into the glass case for her pet
snail, Rocky. “Are you ready, Dad? Rocky’s going to beat Leafers this time!”
Dad chuckled, and the two placed the snails at the starting line. “Ready,
set, go!” Leah shouted, and the race was on.
“What are you doing, Rocky? Go, go, go!” exclaimed Leah, but her snail
did not budge. She grew more anxious until finally the snail squirmed
forward.
After a while, it was Dad’s turn to be worried. “Leafers, the finish line is
not over there!” he cried, but the snail insistently veered off the path, and
Rocky won the race.
“You know, Leah,” said Dad, “this snail race is a little like your situation.”
“Dad, whatever you say, Rocky won,” Leah said jokingly. “But how does
the snail race relate to me?”
“Well, sometimes we see other people in life and how they seem so far
ahead, just like how Leafers was ahead of Rocky at first.”
“So, as long as I work hard, I can still beat Maria?” asked Leah, petting
Rocky’s shell.
Dad shook his head. “It’s good to study and do well in your schoolwork,
but you do that for yourself, not to beat others. Besides, that’s not the race
I’m talking about. For Christians, the only race that matters is the one we’re
running for Jesus as we get to know Him better and show others His love.
Do you think your actions have reflected that lately?”
Leah felt embarrassed about how she had talked about Maria. “I’m sorry,
Dad, for being jealous of Maria. Instead of focusing on her grades, I should
think about how I can help her know Jesus, right?”
“Right on, kiddo.” Dad smiled. “I can help you study for your next test,
but right now, our snails need to have a rematch!” GABRIELLA HSU
DON’ T COMPARE YOURSELF TO OTHERS
KEY VERSE: ONE PERSON’S ENVY OF ANOTHER . . . IS MEANINGLESS,
A CHASING AFTER THE WIND. ECCLESIASTES 4:4

Do you struggle with things other people don’t? Things like grades, money, and
athletic abilities may seem very important, but they pale in comparison to eternal
life with Jesus. When you feel like comparing yourself to others, remember the
race you’re running for Jesus and find ways to point them to Him instead.
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AUGUST 30

STICKS AND STONES

READ: PROVERBS 16:24; JAMES 3:9-12

M

om! I’m home! Let’s go!” Tommy shouted as he bolted through the
door. “When’s the movie start? Which one are we going to see? Can we
get extra butter on the popcorn? Can we—”
“Whoa, Tommy,” Mom broke in before he could say anything else, “take a
breath, buddy! We will get there soon! Did you want to invite Shane?”
“Uh, no thanks,” Tommy said as he scanned the pantry for a snack. “I’m
pretty sure he doesn’t want to go with me. After Tuesday’s recess, he hasn’t
talked to me much.”
“What happened?” asked Mom.
“Well, he kept on messing up while we were playing soccer. So I told him
he should find another game to play because he can’t play soccer like the
rest of us.” Tommy popped a chip into his mouth and grabbed a juice box
from the fridge.
“Oh, Tommy. You hurt his feelings,” said Mom.
“But it’s the truth, Mom. And besides, remember that saying that goes,
‘Sticks and stones may break my bones, but words will never hurt me’? It’s
not like I hit him. And I did say I was sorry . . . I think.”
“Whoever made up that saying was wrong,” said Mom. “Words do hurt,
Tommy. It’s like you hit Shane in the heart. You know how you get a bruise
when you bump into something? Well, that bruise takes a while to go away.
Your words hit Shane’s heart, and his feelings are bruised right now. That’s
probably why he doesn’t want to hang out with you.”
“Yeah, you’re right, Mom,” Tommy replied. “I didn’t say it in the nicest way
either. I could have offered him some pointers on how to play better instead.”
“Remember that verse we read last week?” asked Mom. “‘Do not let any
unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for
building others up.’ It reminds us that we need to use words that speak the
love of Jesus to others. If they don’t help or encourage your friends, don’t
say them.”
“Okay, Mom. Do you think it’s too late to call Shane and ask him if he
wants to go?”
“Not at all. And remember to ask him if he likes extra butter on his
popcorn!” EMILY RUDOLPH
SPEAK KIND WORDS TO EVERYONE
KEY VERSE: DO NOT LET ANY UNWHOLESOME TALK COME OUT OF YOUR MOUTHS,
BUT ONLY WHAT IS HELPFUL FOR BUILDING OTHERS UP. EPHESIANS 4:29 (NIV)

Have you ever been hurt by someone else’s words? Or maybe you’ve said words
that were unkind to a friend or loved one. Words can be hurtful and bruise people’s
hearts. As Christians, we need to show others God’s love by using helpful words
that build people up. Speak words that encourage others and point them to Jesus.
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AUGUST 31

GROWING GOOD FRUIT

READ: JOHN 15:4-8; COLOSSIANS 3:15-17

C

ameron gripped the handles of his scooter tighter as he went airborne.
The wheels landed smoothly on the pavement, and he grinned wide.
“Awesome!” His sister, Summer, grinned and gave him a thumbs-up as she
pulled her scooter up beside him.
“Kids!” Mom beckoned them from a table laden with colorful fruits and
veggies at the local farmer’s market. “I need you both to come carry a bag to
the car for me.”
The kids looked at each other and groaned as they sped their scooters
to the table. “Mom, we were right in the middle of practicing our jumps!”
Cameron protested as he grabbed a bag Mom held out to him.
“Yeah,” Summer said, pouting. “We always have to help carry stuff!”
The vendor behind a nearby table leaned forward and asked, “Would you like
to try a sample of our peaches?” He handed fresh peaches to Mom and the kids.
Summer’s eyes grew wide with delight as she bit into the juicy peach.
“This is the best peach I’ve ever tasted!”
“Mmmhmm! Way better than those gross ones we ate last week,”
Cameron agreed, his mouth full of fruity goodness.
Mom smiled at the vendor. “We’ll take some. Thank you, that was very kind.”
“Yeah, thank you!” the kids echoed happily.
“Kids, what kind of fruit do you think you were when I asked you for help
with the bags?” Mom asked as they loaded the food into the trunk.
Cameron sighed. “Not good.”
“We forgot about what we read during devotions this morning, how we
are supposed to show others that we belong to Jesus by the way we live our
lives,” Summer said sadly.
Mom nodded. “Because we trust in Jesus, we have the Holy Spirit in us
to help us bring God glory through the words we speak and the way we
act. When we follow His direction, we show others that there is something
different about us—something sweet and delicious, like good fruit.”
“We’re sorry, Mom. Next time, I’ll think about my attitude being like those
tasty peaches!” Summer declared with a grin.
“Yeah!” Cameron winked. “No one wants a rotten one!”
SAVANNAH COLEMAN

BEAR GOOD FRUIT
KEY VERSE: THIS IS TO MY FATHER’S GLORY, THAT YOU BEAR MUCH FRUIT,
SHOWING YOURSELVES TO BE MY DISCIPLES. JOHN 15:8

Do you ever think about your life being like a tree that produces good or bad fruit?
If you belong to Jesus, you have His Spirit in you to help you live in ways that will
bring Him glory and show others His love. Trust Him to help you bear good fruit in
your life, and when you mess up, ask for His forgiveness.
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